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CRE purchased carbon credits to offset the carbon footprint 
from air travel for our conference keynote speakers and 

panelists and to help offset the footprint of this confenence.

Niigaanzhaadaa/ Moving Forward Together/ Avançons Ensemble
4th National Youth Conference Hosted by Canadian Roots Exchange

This leadership conference includes experiential workshops that focus on 
reconciliation and treaty.   Our keynote speakers are inspiring young leaders who 

are making positive changes in their respective communities.

Keynote Speakers

Erica Violet Lee is a co-founder and organizer with Idle No More, the 
#ReadTheTRCReport project, and was part of the Canadian Youth 
Delegation to the COP 21 meeting in Paris. She is also a Nēhiyaw 
undergraduate student at the University of Saskatchewan. Erica is a YWCA 
Women of Distinction award winner and an Iris Marion Young Diversity 
Scholar. She writes about her experiences as a young Indigenous student 
on her blog, Moontime Warrior. http://moontimewarrior.com/about/

Desmond Cole is a journalist and community activist whose work has been 
featured in the Toronto Star and Toronto Life. Desmond is a prominent 
supporter of the Black Lives Matter movement in Toronto. In 2015, Cole’s 
front-page Toronto Life article, regarding his experience of being stopped 
by police over 50 times, brought police carding practices to the forefront. 
You can follow him @DesmondCole

Serena Koostachin is an Omuskegowuk First Nation Cree born in Moose 
Factory and raised in Attawapiskat, Ontario. She lived in New Liskeard/ 
Cobalt for a couple of years where she completed high school.  Following 
the loss of her sister, Shannen Koostachin, in summer of 2010 she 
moved back to Attawapiskat. In 2013, motivated by the birth of her 
daughter Shannen, Serena pursued further studies and graduated from 
Social Service Worker program at Canadore College in North Bay. She is 

completing her last year in Mental Health & Addictions and plans to study Psychology 
in Nipissing University this coming fall. Her goal is to give back to her community as a 
counsellor helping those with mental illnesses and addictions. She especially hopes to 
be an inspirational role model for her daughter, Shannen.

TiCarra Paquet and Starr Trudeau are co-founders of, Our Home And 
Native Land, a student founded initiative on implementing Indigenous 
Studies as a mandatory course in publicly funded elementary schools in 
Ontario. TiCarra  is a Mi’kmaq from Metepenagiag First Nation in New 
Brunswick. Starr is an Ojibway Aboriginal from Sagamok Anishnawbek First 
Nation. They live in Sudbury, Ontario, and attend Marymount Academy, 

Northern Ontario’s only all-girls school. This initiative started because their school did 
not offer any Indigenous Studies courses. The initiative has been greatly recognized, and 
as a result it has won the Harmony Movement 2015 Social Changemaker Award, and 
has gained much media attention, including the Huffington Post.

Conference Youth Panelists 

The CRE youth panel is a group of young leaders from different communities 
that are taking a leading role in advancing reconciliation and solidarity between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth.  Canadian Roots Exchange defines youth 
as individuals 29 years of age and under.

Marlo Corbiere is a youth Anishinaabe-kwe from Sudbury, Ontario. Currently attending 
Laurentian University, Marlo is pursuing a degree in Indigenous Studies. In her off season 
of school she plans to be running her baking business Treats You Well Bakery (Facebook.
com/treatsyouwell), selling home-made butter tarts and more.

Theland Kicknosway is a 12 year old of the Pottawatami-Cree Nations. He is a member 
of Walpole Island,  Bkejwanong Territory and is Wolf Clan. Theland is a young drummer. 
He assists in ceremonies and loves to dance and sing for the people. He is a grass/
chicken/fancy/hoop dancer. He goes to School in the Ottawa region and is in grade 7.

Moussa Sène, a sociologist and CRE alumnus, comes from Montreal via Dakar and 
has been involved in youth and civic organisations for the past 12 years in Bolivia, 
Canada, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico and Senegal. Depending on who you ask, Moussa 
is Senegalese or Canadian; Catholic, Muslim, or atheist; white or black; privileged 
or oppressed. From his own experience of navigating across various “contradictory” 
identities, Moussa is interested in how social constructs like race, gender, and religion 
create dynamics of power that affect individuals and communities. 

Arabi Rajeswaran a daughter of the Tamil diaspora, born in Toronto with Sri Lankan 
ancestry. Arabi is a current Youth Reconciliation Leader for CRE for a project that brings 
together Indigenous and newcomer youth in the GTA. She also is presently working as a 
Youth Animator with R.E.A.L. School, which provides Life Skills and Leaderships training 
within a Indigenous framework.  She is also a student at York University pursuing a 
double-major in Indigenous Studies with a focus on Human Rights and Equity.

Lenore  Jackson resides in Toronto with her family and her home community is 
Wikwemikong Unceded First Nation.  Lenore is passionate about creating a safe space 
for 2SLGBTQI Indigenous youth and works as a Peer Mentor ror Ode:  Remembered 
Voices which is a 2-spirit youth program in Toronto.  Lenore just became an auntie again 
and is an avid beader who wants to work on regalia for the Pow Wow season.

http://moontimewarrior.com/about/
https://twitter.com/DesmondCole


 Conference Agenda
Thursday March 17, 2016
Steelworkers Hall (66 Brady Street)

8:30 am - 
9:30am

Conference Registration

9:30 am - 
10:30am

Niigaanzhaadaa Conference Opening & Welcome 

10:30am 
- 
11:15am

Youth Panel on Youth Leadership:  Arabi Rajeswaran, Lenore Jackson, 
Marlo Corbiere, Moussa Sène, Theland Kicknosway

11:20am-
12:30pm

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. Planetarium; 2. Language as a Tool for 
Revitalization; 3. KAIROS Blanket Exercise; 4. Building Cross-Cultural Relationships 
to Support Reconciliation; 5. Then and Now (look at Treaties, History and Current 
realities) and 6. Power to Be/Le pouvoir d’être (French)

12:30pm 
- 1:30pm

LUNCH at Steelworkers Hall

1:30pm – 
2:50pm

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. Planetarium; 2. Indigenous Media 
Representation: Breaking Down Stereotypes; 3. Impacts of Intergenerational 
Trauma and Intergenerational healing; 4. Climate Justice & Building Meaningful 
Solidarity; 5. Power to Be/Le pouvoir d’être; 6. Supporters of Haudenosaunee 
Hunting and Fishing Rights

3:00pm - 
4:20pm

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. Planetarium; 2. KAIROS Blanket Exercise; 
3. Building Cross-Cultural Relationships to Support Reconciliation; 4. KI-WEPA-
KI-TINI-KE-WIN (Cree definition: describes the act of sharing something and 
becoming larger in the process); 5. Safer, healthier and more knowledgeable 
communities; 6. TBD

4:20pm -
4:30pm

Closing Prayer

6:30pm - 
8:30pm 

Evening Keynote Session with Erica Lee & Desmond Cole at Science North 
(Cavern). This event is open to the public.  Participants are welcome to 
invite friends and family for an engaging evening of dialogue.

Friday March 18, 2016
The morning of this day is offsite.  There are options for 2 different excursions.

8:30am - 
2:00pm

Participants can choose from a guided excursion to the Spanish 
Residential School or a visit to Science North.  

Departure from Travelway Inn for Science North (tickets provided) and 
Spanish Residential School (buses depart).   
Additional pickup for Spanish Residential from School N’Swakamok 
Friendship Centre.  Bus leaves N’Swakamok at 8:45am

Participants will be given a packed lunch to take to either excursion.

3:00pm-
3:30pm

Elder– Julie Ozawagosh
Teaching on Resilience  and Reconciliaton

3:30pm - 
4:45pm

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. We Are All Treaty People: Treaties Today;  
2. Exploring identities through culture; 3. Places of Change; 4. Then and Now 
(look at Treaties, History, Present and Future); 5. “La roue de médecine”; 6. 
Reconciliation through the Land: Maple Medicine 

Evening Programming 
6:30pm - 
8:30pm

Niigaanzhaadaa Drum Social at the Steelworkers Hall

Saturday March 19, 2016
Conference venue changes to N’Swakamok Native Friendship Centre (110 Elm Street 
- main site), breakout sessions at McKenzie Street Public Library (74 McKenzie Street) 
and School of Architecture (85 Elm Street)

9:00am - 
9:50am

Morning Welcome - N’Swakamok Friendship Centre
Closing Keynote Speakers - TiCarra Paquet, Starr Trudeau & Serena 
Koostachin

10:00am 
-11:10am

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. How to Facilitate the KAIROS Blanket 
Exercise; 2. Allyship and Solidarity; 3. Visibly Gay & Coming Out Native; 4. 
Budget writing for projects, events, and youth organizations; 5. Budget writing 
for projects, events, and youth organizations; 6. Engineering Dialogue on 
Reconciliation; 7. Dancing with Krystal Rivers

11:20am- 
12:30pm

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. Decolonizing Feminism; 2. Les sept 
enseignements sacrés; 3. Decolonizing Mental Health; 4. Budget writing for 
projects, events, and youth organizations; 5. Forum Theatre; 6. Sharing Circle with 
Warren Sturgeon; 7. Decolonizing Canadian Cities through Reconciliation

12:30 - 
1:20pm

LUNCH at N’Swakamok Native Friendship Centre

1:30pm - 
2:50pm 

Breakout Sessions.  Options include: 1. “Le pow-wow : une célébration de 
la culture autochtone”; 2. Honouring Treaty Rights for Education: Reconciliation 
Through Education; 3. Climate Justice & Building Meaningful Solidarity; 4. 
Indigenous Media Representation: Breaking Down Stereotypes; 5. Forum Theatre; 
6. Sharing Circle with Warren Sturgeon; 7. Dancing with Krystal Rivers

3:00pm - 
4:00pm

Conference Closing at N’Swakamok Native Friendship Centre

Youth Talent Show at Science North Cavern
6:30pm - 
8:30pm 

Open mic and talent show for conference participants and community 
members.  Come celebrate the end of a successful conference at the 
Science North Cavern!

Friday continued - Participants return to Steelworkers Hall for afternoon Sessions



Need Someone to talk to?

Lisa Wabange and Don Wassegijig are both trained counsellors who will 
be available during the conference.  Your conversations with them will 

be completely private and confidential. You can also speak to ay CRE staff 
if you need assistance finding the counsellors or anything else.

Niigaanzhaadaa
Niigaanzhaadaa can be translated to English as “Moving Forward Together”. 
Niigaanzhaadaa is a word in the Anishnaabemowin language. Known in English as 
Ojibway, Anishnaabemowin is the language of the Anishnaabe: the Original Peoples who 
call Sudbury and the Anishnaabek territory their home.

We are all treaty people! The Canadian Roots Exchange 4th Annual National Youth 
Reconciliation Conference has the objective of uniting Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
youth to move forward together for a Canada where all youth stand in solidarity to 
promote respect, understand and reconciliation. 

Please use our conference social media #s: #niigaanzhaadaa, #movingforwardtogether 
and #avançonsensemble.  A prize will be awarded at the end of a conference to a lucky 
participant who posts using these #s to one of our social media platforms below:

Chi Miigwech to Darin Corbiere from Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve for sharing a 
name that perfectly captures the spirit of our conference.

fb.com/CanadianRootsExchange

canadian_roots_exchange

@CdnRoots

We Are All Treaty People
Canadian Roots Exchange would like to thank the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 
for their tremendous support as part of the Ontario Treaty Strategy. The conference is 
intended to gather perpectives of youth leadership on reconsciliation with a look at new 
ways forward in terms of honouring treaties.  Throughout the conference, we will have a 
speakers corner booth.  We would encourage you to visit the speakers corner and provide 
a short interview and answer questions about treaty.  All participants who participate in 
Speakers Corner will be entered in a raffle for a prize at the end of the conference. 

A detailed outline of all conference sessions is listed on our website (canadianroots.ca) 
and below are a few highlighted workshops that focus on treaty and reconciliation:

KAIROS Blanket Exercise  (Theland Kicknosway, Gabrielle Fayant & Josh Lewis)
This is an interactive, educational exercise on Indigenous rights to teach about the 
histories of the land and of colonization in Canada. The activity offers a hands-on way to 
explore nation-to-nation relationships, work towards reconciliation, honour treaties and 
empower participants in building bridges of understanding and respect. The exercise uses 
blankets to represent the lands of what is now Canada, and its interactive approach uses 
scripts and cues to take the participants through history, up until the present. 

We Are All Treaty People:  Treaties Today (Jennifer Heimbecker & Annie Battiste)
This session provides participants with a modern perspective for the participants to 
understand and actually see themselves as part of treaty.  We will discuss the benefits 
of treaties for all and will present a Treaty Manifesto on how to be a good treaty partner.  
Reconciliation will be threaded throughout the presentation and the overall workshop 
will help all participants come around the circle with a fuller, better understanding of 
Treaties, reconciliation and our roles as individuals.

Reconciliation Through Education (Feather Pewapisconias & Giselle Yee)
Feather and Giselle will touch on treaty rights as it pertains to education.  They will present 
on the importance of including indigenous teachings as part of students’ curriculum in 
order to systematically work towards decolonizing education.

Building Cross-Cultural Relationships to Support Reconciliation (Jessica Bolduc& Shazlin 
Rahman)
Reconciliation is crucial to Canada’s future as a society but it is often framed as an 
adversarial process between settler/colonial and indigenous communities. This session 
explores the dimensions and processes of reconciliation between Indigenous and other 
racialized communities. It highlights the importance of culturally diverse and visible faith 
minority groups to stand in solidarity with Indigenous peoples and for Indigenous people 
to be receptive of those relationships. 

Then and Now (Delano Kennedy, Lee Prosper, Austin Josephson)
This workshop presents parts of Indigenous life through time by focusing on pre-
colonization, treaty building and the stages of colonization leading up to today. The 
session concludes with a presentation on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women.

https://twitter.com/CdnRoots%3Fref_src%3Dtwsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/canadian_roots_exchange/
https://twitter.com/CdnRoots%3Fref_src%3Dtwsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor
http://canadianroots.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/conference-booklet-2016-interactive.pdf


Chi Miigwetch • Merci beaucoup • Kinana’skoomitin 
• Niá:wen • Thank you • Qujannamiik

Our Supporters & Sponsors

www.greatersudbury.ca

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
ÉCOLE D’ARCHITECTURE

4Rs Youth Movement

N'Swakamok Native 
Friendship Centre

Our Helpers
 

Special thanks to our Elders (Julie Ozawagosh,
Frank Ozawagosh), generous counsellors (Lisa Wabange, Don 
Wassegijig), local planning volunteers (Lorraine Migwans, Marlo 
Corbiere, Ashley Anderson and Alannah Trudeau) and to all 
the other volunteers, facilitators, speakers and youth who 

made this amazing experience possible!


